Petersburg Vessel Owners Association
PO Box 232
Petersburg, AK 99833
Phone & Fax: 907.772.9323

pvoa@gci.net ® www.pvoaonline.org
August 26, 2013

Commissioner Patrick J. Kemp

Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
PO Box 112500

3132 Channel Drive

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500

Via email; dot.commissioner@alaska.gov

RE: Herbicide and Pesticide applications in Southeast Alaska
Dear Commissioner Kemp;

Petersburg Vessel Owners Association (PVOA) is a diverse group of over 100 commercial
fishermen and businesses operating primarily in Southeast Alaska. Our members provide
millions of meals to'the public annually by participating in a variety of fisheries statewide
including saimon, herring, halibut, cod, crab, black cod, shrimp, and dive fisheries.

Regulations adopted earller this spring would allow state agencies to apply herbicides and
pesticides on state property and rights of way without obtaining a permit from the Bepartment of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) and without public review. The broad application of
herbicides and pesticides can and dees affect aquatic habitats; the habltat necessary for the
production of commercially harvested species that our members are entirely dependent upon for
their livelihood.. As such, PVOA is'in opposition to the broad-has 8 spraying of herbicides or
pesticides on state property and rights of way and I8 in support of the efforts by the Petersburg
Borough (RE: Petersburg Borough August 19 letfer) and-other Home Rule local governments to
prohibit such actions on lands within théir community boundaries.

The seafood industry and the State of Alaska have invested millions of dollars in marketing
efforts publicizing the sustainability, and health benefits of consuming wild Alaska seafood. The
foundation of that marketing effort is*based on and is-absolutely dependent upon Alaska’s
pristine waters uncontaminated with toxic chemicals. Alaska saafood Is not only consumed
locally, but is marketed globally. Any suspicion that Alaska seafood may be contaminated with
pesticide/herbicide residue could do irreparable harm to that marketing effort, the seafood
industry in general and the PVOA membership specifically.

Upon review of the Integrated Vegetation Management Program (IVMP), particulariy Table 1,
POTENTIAL HERBICIDES TO BE-USED BY ADOT&PF; and ot obtaining a recent scientific
study of the documented reports onithe toxicity'of Glyphosate in humans, we have become
increasingly concemed about the broad-based spraying of herbicides containing Glyphosates.
The IVMP, lists those herbicides approved by the EPA for aquatic environments which includes
Aquamaster® (active ingredient Glyphosate). Section 6.3, Chemical Control, also states:
"ADOT&PF may use Aquamaster, Habitat, and Garlon 3 throughout its right-of-ways, FAA



certified airports, accessible non-certified airports, and facilities in compliance with their EPA
approved labels. °...Aquamaster.. -may be used to control vegetation within aquatic areas, if
needed, only after an Alaska Pollution Discharge Elimination System Pesticide General Pemit
and a Pesticide Use Permit are obtained.” While the EPA considers herbicides containing
Glyphosate minimally toxic to humans and safe for use in aquatic environments, a peer-
reviewed study published in the April, 2013 edition of the scientific journal Entropy’ presents
data and results disputing EPA's assertions of low toxicity and safety. As stated in the Abstract,
Discussion and Conclusions sections:

Abstract: “Glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup®, is the most popular herbicide
used worldwide. The industry asserts jt is y toxic to humans, but here we argue
otherwise... Glyphosate's dnhibition of cytochtome P YF).enzymes is an overiooked
component of its toxieity to mammals. CYP enzymes play.cruclal roles in biology, one of which is
to detoxify xenobiatics. Thus, glyphosate enhances the damagipg effects of other food bome
chemical residues and environmefital toxins. Negative impact on the bady is insidious and

manifests lowly over time &s inflammation damages cellular systems out the body.”

most important factor in the development of multiple chronic diseasss and conditions that have
becorhe prevalent in Westemized societies.”

Concfuslons: “Glyphosate is likely to be pervasive in our food supply, and, contrary to
being essentially nontoxic, it may in fact be the most biologically disruptive chemical in our
environment.”

This peer-reviewed study casts a disturbing light ognrg;pmnf any herbicides in or near aquatic
environments. The study not only underscorés ouf qoncens about the IVMP's use of
herbicides in or pear aquatic environmerits bif also pro spiecific justification for the
suspensiort of that plan. Ny

This study has been widely disseminated @ public by @ variety of news media, particularly
web-based media. As suchi the pub ess and pefception of the use of these
herbicides in or near Alaska ne rs could likely have a negativq;fmpact on the public’s
willingness to buy and consume-Afdska seafood: Also. the presence of known toxins in Alaska
seafood products could alsd have a. major impact on e global mamd:; and distribution of
those products. p—

In conclusion, we urge you to réassess the current chemi_c;!ﬁoﬁtrol peovisions in the IVMP and
eliminate of the broad-based spraying of herbicides.and’ pesticides@sipart of the IVMP.

Thank you for your time aﬁMﬁm;:Ws important reiatter, \

Sincerely, o

Boien

Brian Lynch

Executive Director

CC: Gov. Sean Pamell, Sen. Dennis Egan, Sen. Bert Stedman, Rep. Beth Kerttula, Rep. Cathy
Munoz, Rep. Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins, Rep. Peggy Wilson, Stefanie Moreland, ADF&G
Commissioner Cora Campbell

'Samsel, S.; Seneff, S. Glyphosate’s suppression of cytochrome P450 enzymes and amino acid biosynthesis by the
gut microbiome: Pathways to modern diseases. Entropy 2013, 15, 1416-1463.
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600 East Railroad Ave., Ste 1
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
(907) 376-3370

Fax (907) 376-3157

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 465-6600

Fax (907) 465-3805

Mike Dunleavy

Senator

May 9, 2013

Mr. Clark Hopp via: email
Vice President, Engineering

Alaska Railroad Corp.

PO Box 107500

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Hopp:

| have recently become aware of serious concern with the Alaska Railroad’s upcoming plan to
spray herbicides on the track in the Talkeetna area. While | understand the need and
requirement for the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) to control vegetation along your
tracks, and | acknowledge that your plan appears to comply with the State regulations
governing these activities, | write to urge you to do everything in your power to conduct this
project in a manner respectful of the local residents and sensitive to the environment.

To that end, | ask that you carefully review the letters directed to you on this issue from the
Talkeetna Community Council, and other concerned area citizens, and to do all you can to
accommodate their requests. While | recognize the track area itself may not be classified as a
public area, the ARRC should take into consideration the community’s concerns by not
spraying herbicides on public areas within the Alaska Railroad Right-of-Way. (Those areas
include: parts of the Chase trail that lay within the spraying area; any areas where the Chase
Trail crosses the Alaska Railroad tracks; downtown Talkeetna: the Talkeetna Depot, and the
area adjacent to the bridge over the Talkeetna River.)

Of particular concern is Talkeetna's public water source and other water sources used by local
residents in the adjacent areas. | suggest the Alaska Railroad continue to work with community
members to identify individual home-site drinking water sources and flag stops used by
community residents to provide an adequate set back from those areas. The Alaska Railroad
must maintain an adequate distance from these water sources to ensure herbicides do not
enter the community’s drinking water. Additionally, | strongly urge the ARRC to employ all
available means and diligence in order to ensure that the chemicals used in your operation do
not compromise any area waters; either through direct application, drift or migration.

To better understand this issue generally, | would appreciate some historic information as to
why the Alaska Railroad uses herbicides, what other options have been used in the past or
have been explored as alternatives to herbicide treatment, and what if any emerging
technology could be considered in lieu of herbicide application. While | understand the



necessity of vegetation control, | believe it is incumbent upon the ARRC to continue to look for
the best possible way to accomplish this sort of task.

Thank you for your immediate and continued attention to this important matter. | look forward
to a report on how the concerns outlined above were addressed and the additional information
| requested at your earliest convenience. Additionally, | ask that you provide a copy of your
reply to me to the Talkeetna Area Community Council so they may also have that information.
Should you need clarification on this issue or additional information from my office, please feel
free to contact either myself or Brett Huber, my Chief of Staff, at 907.376.3370.

Sincerely,

Senator Mike Dunleavy
Senate District D

cc.  Tim Sullivan, Manager External Affairs, ARRC
Whitney Wolff, Talkeetna Community Council, Inc.
Mr. John Strasenburgh
Ms. Beck Long

MD:bwh



/fﬁ\-- Talkeetna 00mmnni{y

Conncil, Inc.

A non-profit, community service organization

Alaska Railroad
Stephanie Wheeler - Corporate Comm. Officer
Clark Hopp - Vice President of Engineering

May 7, 2013

The Talkeetna Community Council Inc. met last night for it's regular monthly meeting
where we responded to numerous citizen concerns regarding the ARR’s upcoming plan
to apply herbicides to the rail in our area . According to a notice posted on the ARR
web site, and Tom Brooks who was present at the meeting, this spraying is poised to
commerce next week.

1.) TTCI REQUESTS ARR SUSPEND SPRAYING FROM MP 225 TO MP 232
(Craver’s Right of Way Farm to the end of the Chase Trail)

These miles of track pass through or within close proximity to: a farm, a playground, an
ARR depot with tourists, a camper park, a restaurant, an active heli pad, a crossing
frequented by bicyclists, a Princess bus loading area, the National Park Service
residence, Talkeetna’s public water source, and the Chase Trail used recreationally.

The herbicide Oust Extra has specifically stated on it's label that it is not to be applied in
recreational areas. The section of track noted above is used recreationally. Tom
Brooks has confirmed that application of the herbicide will follow guidelines on the label.

2.) NOTIFICATION OF SPRAYING - TCCI requests that the ARR actively
contact residents of the Chase area to identify flagstop mile posts and drinking
water sources within 200 feet of the tracks for suspension of spraying. No
spraying should be conducted within 200 feet of a flagstop, drinking water
source, or water body.

Local residents have taken the initiative to put PSA’s ( public service announcements)
on our local KTNA radio to alert flagstop users that they can submit locations to ARR.
Residents of the Chase area do not have access to newspapers - especially during
break up. TCCI has reviewed the notice on the ARR site and finds it inadequate. It

Talkeetna Community Council, Inc.
PO. Box 608, Talkeetna AK 99676



does not alert residents that they can submit a flagstop location or drinking water source
to request that no spraying occur within 200 feet of those locations.

TCCI also requests a hard copy notice of spraying be posted at the
crossing at ARR MP 232. Notification must contain SPECIFIC DATES of spraying
so trail users can be out of the vicinity and avoid dangerous contact.

3.) TCCI REQUESTS A DETAILED PLAN AND PROCEDURES FOR
IDENTIFYING WATER BODIES, FLAGSTOPS AND AREAS OF SUSPENDED
SPRAYING.

TCCl is alarmed that the ARR does not appear to have a plan for how water bodies and
flagstops will be identified and omitted from spraying. Tom Brooks was asked what
system is in place for this critical safety measure required in the IVMP - he was
specifically asked if the blue and white color coded tie marking system from the 2010
Seward to Indian application would be used in 2013 - he was clear that it would not.
He stated vaguely that a GPS system would be used but provided no details of the
procedures.

The impending spraying will occur in the next weeks - it is imperative the affected
communities have detailed information about the safety and no spray buffer plan.
Stephanie Wheeler states in a letter to Talkeetna resident Becky Long “ ARR will use
appropriate methods such as a pilot car and setbacks” to protect water.

TCCI adamantly requests a pilot car be required during ALL herbicide application
and specifically from Sunshine through the Hurricane Turn route. It is common
knowledge that this stretch of track is both residential and used recreationally. Itis in
close proximity to the Susitna and Indian Rivers, and is actively advertised by the ARR
as a tourism destination. ( Gold Creek area will also host several work camps this
season for Susitna Watana studies - one of which is adjacent to the rail and bridge)

TCCI has consistently been opposed to the ARR use of herbicides. It is a hazard
to humans, fish, wildlife and all aspects of the ecosystem. The systematic
removal of the DEC public process concerning herbicide application allows for no
oversight or participation from those who will be adversely affected.

We look forward to a timely response to our requests.
Sincerely,

Whitney Wolff
Talkeetna Community Council, Inc.

Talkeetna Community Council, Inc,
PO. Box 608, Talkeetna AK 99676



June 17, 2013

Commissioner Patrick J. Kemp,

Department of Transportation & Public Facllities
PO Box 112500

3132 Channel Drive

Juneau, Alaska 99811-2500

Re: Herbicide and Pesticide applications in the Petersburg Borough
Dear Commissioner Kemp;

The Petersburg Borough has leamed that earlier this spring, reguiations were adopted
that would allow state agencies to apply herbicides and pesticides on state property
and rights of way without obtaining a permit from the Department of Environmental
Conservation and without public review. The Petersburg Borough Is very concemed
that this action denies our citizens the right to participate in the decision-making
process and jeopardizes our community. The broad application of herbicides and
pesticides can and does affect drinking water, aquatic habitat, and impacts traditional
food gathering areas. In addition, this process exposes our children and pefs to
harmful, possibly carcinogenic, toxins.

These regulations were adopted despite widespread public opposition across the state.
The people of Alaska collectively own our public water supply, our fish and our wildlife
resources. We strongly feel that we should have a voice regarding if and when there
are any plans which might negatively impact those resources within our areq. The 30-
day notification requirement prior to application that was adopted, allows for no public
input. This falls way short of providing our citizens a voice.

Alaska markets our wild salmon to the world by touting our pristine waters. Applying
toxic chemicals to the upland habitat would certainly make that a questionable claim.
Spraying our uplands could negatively impact productivity of local saimon streams,
Even the small fributaries are important fish rearing habitat. Also, many out-the-road
residents rely on surface run-off and small streams for their drinking water. Many of our
residents gather berries, fiddlehead ferns, and other traditional foods along roadways in
our area. If herbicides and pesticides are applied, there Is simply no way to protect
against contamination. This is particularly frue in our island rain forest ecosystem where
anything applied to the land is rapidly washed into adjacent waterways and eventually
into salt water by the rain.

You may recall that several years ago the Department of Transportation announced
plans to spray herbicides to control plant growth along Mitkof Highway. The people of

Borough Administration
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833 — Phone (907) 772-4519 Fax (907)772-3759
www.ci.petersburg.ak.us



Petersburg expressed strong opposition and that program was stopped before it got
started. Some were opposed to the visual Impact, but most were more concemed that
toxic residue would contaminate residential runoff-based water supplies and run into
aquatic habitats and impact fish productivity. Those concerns have not changed.
ADOT went back to mowing the roadsides and, although that method Iis more labor
intensive, It has kept the vegetation down and kept toxic chemicals out of the island's
water supplies and waterways.

Article 10 of the State Constitution clearly provides broad powers to local governments.
Home Rule local governments enjoy even broader powers. Article 10, Section 11 of
Alaska's Constitution provides that: "A_home rule borough or city may exercise all
legisiative _powers not_prohibi by law or by charter, Adoption of a Home Rule

charter promotes maximum locgal seif-govemment to the greatest extent possible,"

Given that language In the constitution, it certainly seems that the Borough, not the
state, should be making the declsion on whether or not it Is important to protect our
primary industry and protect the residents of the borough from toxic contamination.

We feel strongly the large-scale application of herbicides and pesticides should not be
allowed within our Borough. This is the best way to protect our ¢itizens and the
waterways of our community.

The Borough hopes that it does not have to consider the adoption of an ordinance and
land use restrictions that will ban the large-scale application of herbicides and
pesticides within Borough boundaries. At the very least any plans fo apply herbicides
or pesticides should require a public review process and approval by the Assembly
before application could occur.

We would appreciate your immediate attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Susan Flint
Vice Mayor

Distribution

KFSK Radio

Petersburg Pilot

Senator Dennis Egan (email)
Representative Beth Kerttula (email)

Borough Administration
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833 — Phone (907) 772-4519 Fax (907)772-3759
www.cl.petersburg.ak.us



Municipality of Skagway
GATEWAY TO THE KLONDIKE
P.0.BOX 415 SKAGWAY, ALASKA 99840
(PHONE) 907-983-2297 — Fax 907-983-2151

WWW.SKAGWAY.ORG

July 19,2013

Patrick J. Kemp, Commissioner

Dept. of Transportation & Public Facilities
State of Alaska

P.O. Box 112506

Juneau, AK 99811

RE: ADOT&PF Herbicide Use in the Skagway Borough

The Municipality of Skagway opposes the use of herbicides and pesticides as a maintenance tool
for vegetation control measures on Alaska Dept. of Transportation & Public Facilities
(ADOT&PF) owned or leased lands and facilities within the Skagway Borough.

About 27% of the land in the Skagway Borough is State-owned and managed; this land includes
State Street, Dyea Road and the local airport, all of which are significantly utilized by local
residents and seasonal visitors and represent the bulk of the main transportation corridors within
the Borough. The care and maintenance of these areas is integral to the viability of the
community, and this maintenance has the potential to affect not only Skagway’s quality of life,
but also the health of its citizens and natural surroundings.

State Street runs through the middle of the Skagway townsite, with residential homes and local
businesses bordering it along its entire length. The Dyea Road provides access not only to more
residential areas, but also to remote, natural recreational areas that are highly valued by locals.
The airport in Skagway is closely bordered on the west side by the Skagway River, and on the
east by residential areas.

ADOT&PF’s Integrated Vegetation Management Plan of June 2013 specifies that the agency
intends to begin using herbicide as a vegetation control tool to “provide improved maintenance
service and public safety in a more cost-effective manner.” The Municipality of Skagway
maintains that the use of herbicides for the maintenance of vegetation has the potential to
negatively affect the health and safety of the public as well as the natural environment, at a cost
that may be unquantifiable.

The ADOT&PF’s vegetation management plan lists alternative preventative and mechanical
methods of vegetation maintenance that include mowing, brush cutting, hydro-axing and



buming.‘IheMunicipalityofSkngwayasksmatthesealtemaﬁvemeﬂlodsaresolelyusedinﬂw
maintenance of vegetation in the Skagway Borough, as they are highly preferable for
maintaining the quality of life and health of the borough’s citizens end natural surroundings and
for substantially reducing possible negative effects known to be caused by the use of herbicides.

Sincerely,

S r Gl

Stan Selmer
Borough Mayor
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